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Classification Decision: 


Objectionable. 
Display conditions: 
Not Applicable. 
Descriptive Note: 
Not Applicable. 


Direction to issue a label has not been given. 


SUMMARY OF THE REASONS FOR DECISION: 


The video recording entitled Black Candy is classified as: 

Objectionable. 

The video recording contains six main scenes of explicit male to female and female to 
female sexual activity. One scene contains material that depicts coercion in 
association with sexual conduct and physical conduct of a degrading and 
dehumanising nature, degrades and dehumanises a woman, and represents that 
members of a particular class of the public are inherently inferior to other members of 
the public. 

Filmed at what appears to be a sugar cane plantation in Africa, the scene presents a 
prolonged depiction of a couple, presented as a black female plantation worker and a 
white plantation manager, engaging in explicit sexual activity. The woman appears 
uncomfortable and distressed, implying that coercion in some form is involved. That 
she is repeatedly positioned by the man for the purpose of vaginal intercourse adds a 
degrading and dehumanising tone to the scene. Finally, the entire scene, and in 
particular the underlying slave-master theme, implies that black people are inherently 
inferior. Excision of this entire scene was recommended. The owner of the 
publication did not respond to the notice dated 6 March 1997 requesting the excision, 
and the notice has since lapsed. 

In view of the manner in which the sexual activity discussed above is presented, the 
Classification Office finds that the availability of the publication is likely to be injurious 
to the public good. 

Consideration has been given to the relevant provisions of the New Zealand Bill of 
Rights Act 1990 as they affect this publication. 
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